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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan) [3.16 pm]:  I move - 

That the following address be presented to His Excellency -  

May it please Your Excellency - 

We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia, in 
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank 
Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament.   

I join His Excellency the Governor in acknowledging the indigenous peoples of Western Australia upon whose 
ancestral lands this Parliament sits.  I also join with His Excellency in acknowledging the contribution made by 
those members of Parliament who resigned during the last session and I refer to two members of the other place, 
Hon Richard Court and Hon Hendy Cowan.  I note that His Excellency paid tribute to Ian Allnutt who retired as 
Deputy Clerk of this Council after 36 years of service to the Parliament.  Our party leaders in this place paid 
tribute to Ian in the last days of the previous session and at this point I also add my tribute. 

Honourable members:  Hear, hear! 

Hon SUE ELLERY:  I note that it was with sadness that His Excellency drew our attention to the deaths of a 
number of members of Parliament.  I also express my condolences to the families and friends of those past 
members who served our community as parliamentarians.  In particular, I express my personal sadness at the 
news - only a matter of weeks ago - of the death of a former member for the South Metropolitan Region, Garry 
Kelly.  When Hon Garry Kelly died in tragic circumstances, he left behind three young children and all our 
thoughts are with them.  They should be proud of their father who remained a Labor man of integrity throughout 
his life.   

I thank the Governor for his address in which he outlined the broad legislative direction that will be followed by 
the Labor Government in the course of this session.  Along with many other members, I am keen to support 
these legislative initiatives that improve equality, provide better legal protection for our communities and 
families and ensure that Western Australia remains a prosperous and fair community with a sustainable future.   

I was heartened to see that in His Excellency’s speech he highlighted that the Gallop Labor Government will 
continue to strive to meet the triple bottom line we promised to the electorate; that is, our legislative and policy 
framework will reflect a commitment to improve this State’s economic, social and environmental prospects.  
People might once have been looked after by an extended family environment.  However, modern family living 
depends upon the community working together to ensure quality of life for all.  This Government must plan for 
what would have been provided socially as a matter of custom not that long ago.  Government must work in 
cooperation with the community and the private sector to address these demands.   

His Excellency noted that the legislative reform is a manner of ongoing commitment to this Government, which 
commitment will be reflected in the legislation he outlined.   

I will now touch on a number of those pieces of legislation - the Adoption Amendment Bill, the Disability 
Services Act Amendment Bill, the Carers Recognition Bill, a number of Bills which form part of the five-point 
plan to address the public liability insurance problem, the Railway (Jandakot to Perth) Bill, community safety 
Bills and the student guild legislation.   

The Adoption Amendment Bill is part of this Government’s commitment to better protect the interests of 
children.  It is premised upon the welfare of children being the paramount consideration in the regulation of 
adoption.  An important philosophical base to the legislation is that adoption is a service to children.  Therefore 
the legislation puts the child at the centre of the administrative and legal support for adoption.  Changes to 
adoption laws over many years have reflected developing and changing community attitudes and values.  I 
understand that this legislation is based upon consultation undertaken by the previous Government, and is 
broadly similar to a draft Bill that was prepared but was never introduced. 

The Gallop Labor Government will be working toward improving the legal framework underpinning the judicial 
system, to ensure that community demands for justice are met.  The aim of this package of legislation is to get 
tough on serious crime, and at the same time free up police, judicial and prison resources, so that the effort 
directed against serious and organised crime is improved.  Community demands for justice have been heard by 
this Government and have been clearly reflected in legislation passed in the last session.  That is why police 
resources have been markedly increased and tough anti-organised crime legislation has been passed.  Further 
legislation to be introduced in this session will complement that new focus.  As a starting point, the 
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Government’s strategy for reducing the rate and cost of imprisonment will be implemented by means of the 
Sentence Administration Bill and the Sentence Administration and Repeal Bill.  These Bills will remove 
penalties of six months or less imprisonment and repeal the sentencing matrix.  The Civil Liability Bill, and the 
amendments to be made to the Insurance Commission of Western Australia Act 1986, are very important 
legislative steps to assist the reduction in public liability insurance exposure or risk, and to assist community 
organisations working closely with government.  All members are aware of these groups in their communities, 
and we all rely on them for a range of services.  I am also advised that additional pieces of legislation will arise 
from national developments in the area of negligence laws.   

An important part of the economic outlook, and of ensuring a sustainable environment, is public transport.  I 
refer to the Mandurah to Perth railway.  His Excellency the Governor referred to the Railway (Jandakot to Perth) 
Bill which, in this session, will facilitate the construction of the passenger line.  In another area of transport 
policy, particularly in my electorate, I am pleased to be part of the local impacts committee, which is working 
closely with all interested parties to identify the improvement necessary to ensure local communities are 
protected from the impacts of traffic flow through the south metropolitan region.  This local impacts committee 
arises out of the extensive consultative work done through the second freight network review.  The most 
significant outcomes from that review are the construction of Roe Highway stage 7 - and we will be working on 
the best alignment for that - and the upgrade of Stock Road and High Street.  The priorities from that review also 
included upgrades to South Street and Leach Highway. I am pleased to reiterate the Government’s policy - I 
hope Hon Simon O’Brien is listening - that these upgrades will not be to freeway standard.  Those residents who 
have been scared into believing that they will be living near a freeway need not fear any such thing.  The local 
impacts committee has an important task ahead of it over the next 12 months, to work with all the relevant local 
government authorities and the community to develop safeguards and protection.  I am looking forward to that.  

I turn now to the student guilds legislation.  Students and their representatives have highlighted to me the need 
for changes to ensure that university guilds can continue to play a role in the provision of services to students 
and the representation of student interests.  I am pleased that the Government will address this issue through the 
Acts Amendment (Student Guilds and Associations) Bill.  As an ex-officer of the guild of the University of 
Western Australia, I look forward to that debate in the House, so that the future needs of students can be 
addressed in an increasingly competitive university and workforce environment. 

His Excellency further highlighted two pieces of legislation in which I have a particular interest, and which I 
referred to in my first speech in this place - the Disability Services Act Amendment Bill and the Carers 
Recognition Bill.  This Government intends to strengthen the rights of people with disabilities through 
amendments to the Disability Services Act.  I recently chaired a review into that Act, and the recommendations 
of that review build on the current strength of consumer participation and leadership that is one of the hallmarks 
of the disability community of Western Australia, and puts us at the forefront nationally.  This legislation will 
represent significant progress for people with disabilities and their families.  The introduction of the first carers 
recognition Bill in this country is something of which all members should be very proud to be part.  As a part-
time carer, I personally look forward to it.  The Carers Recognition Bill will improve and strengthen the 
involvement of carers in decision making that impacts on carers, and the caring role, and bring about a culture 
shift in organisations that impact on carers by requiring them to consider the impact of their decisions and their 
actions.   

His Excellency outlined a comprehensive legislative program, and I am pleased to move the motion in this 
House.  

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [3.26 pm]:  I formally second the motion.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson.  

House adjourned at 3.26 pm 
__________ 

 


